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““My whole experience with Shelter Designs has been a positive one, and I do not believe 

you can buy a better built, more aesthetically pleasing yurt anywhere. I was impressed 

with the workmanship and care that is taken in all the different parts of the yurt.     

—  B E N  Z . ,  B E A R T O O T H  P O W D E R  G U I D E S ,  M O N TA N A

Craftsmanship Design &

3 0 ’  B I G  S K Y  Y U R T  W I T H  2 X 6  R A F T E R S   |   V R B O  R E N TA L ,  P H I L L I P S B U R G ,  M T

2 0 1 6  S H E LT E R  D E S I G N S  C R E W  ( left to r ight) 

B A C K  R O W :  R I C H A R D ,  H AY S ,  V I N C E 

F R O N T  R O W :  J E D ,  T I M ,  W E S 

 

F R O N T  C O V E R  P H O T O :  3 0 ’  B I G  S K Y  Y U R T 

W I T H  G L A S S  W I N D O W S  A N D  T I N T E D  

D O M E   |   R E S I D E N C E ,  W H I T E F I S H ,  M T

About us
AT  S H E LT E R  D E S I G N S  O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  S I M P L E :  we create  

the finest yurts available for people to live, work, and play in. Our core 

values of honesty and craftsmanship combined with a strong commitment 

to excellence have made Shelter Designs the premier yurt manufacturer in 

the industry. From the lush tropics to the Rocky Mountains, our yurts provide 

comfortable, durable shelters custom made to suit the needs of our clients. 

Owners Hays Daniel and Vince Godby began building yurts in Montana in 

2001 as simple homes for themselves and their families. Before this time, 

Vince worked as an engineer focused on structural design, while Hays had 

many years of experience as a builder. 

In 2008 Shelter Designs teamed with Reliable Tent  

and Tipi. Reliable has been in the fabric industry  

here in Montana since 1945. By blending our diverse  

backgrounds of engineering, building, and fabric expertise, we have  

created a yurt company unparalleled in quality and service.

From private residences to resort lodgings and all uses in between, we can 

design and build the perfect yurt for you. No matter if the wind is howling, 

snow is piling up, or the sun is shining, a Shelter Designs yurt will withstand  

it all in comfort and style.
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The Big Sky Yurt
The Big Sky Yurt offers dependability and comfort at a modest price. Our 

attention to detail and standard features will allow you to use your yurt as 

a business, vacation spot, or home, confident you have the best value and 

finest craftsmanship in the country.

AVAILABLE  IN  S IZES  OF  12 ’ ,  16 ’ ,  20 ’ ,  24 ’ ,  27 ’ ,  30 ’ ,  35 ’ ,  AND 40 ’  D IAMETER

Experience has taught us that 

these features make yurt living 

much more C O M F O R TA B L E 

A N D  E N J O YA B L E ,  and we 

are proud to offer these options as 

standard, with no extra cost. This 

sets Shelter Designs apart from 

many other yurt companies.

The Eco Yurt
The Eco Yurt is built with local, sustainably-harvested lumber, including  

roof rafters and snow legs made from hand-finished lodgepole pine.  

Rafters and lattice walls are finished with 100% pure tung oil, a  

non-toxic and environmentally-sound product. The Eco Yurt is an  

environmentally-friendly option exclusive to Shelter Designs. 

AVA ILABLE  IN  S IZES  OF  12 ’ ,  16 ’ ,  20 ’ ,  24 ’ ,  27 ’ ,  AND 30 ’  D IAMETER

We offer two distinct models

F E AT U R E S  I N C L U D E D  I N  Y O U R  

B I G  S K Y  A N D  E C O  Y U R T

1   Acrylic dome skylight

2   A compression ring of fir/larch and plywood laminate

3   3/8” Heavy duty tension cable of high quality steel 

4   Starfire wall fabric and Proshield roof fabric

5   Wall lattice with finish height of 7’2”
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6   Yurt rafters are dimensional lumber consisting of 2x4 or 2x6  

fir and larch, with the Eco Yurt featuring peeled, hand-finished 

lodgepole pine rafters

7   Door awning and rain diverter over every glass window

8   Real exterior door with thermal pane window 

9   Three 48”x48” removable clear vinyl windows

4

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS INCLUDE: insulation packages, 

glass windows, extra doorways, snow and wind kits, etc. 

R E A D Y  T O  O R D E R ?  

CONTACT US FOR A CUSTOM 

OPTIONS BROCHURE OR VISIT 

SHELTERDESIGNS.NET

P R E V I O U S  PA G E :  3 0 ’  B I G  S K Y  Y U R T  W I T H  2 X 6  R A F T E R S ,  S N O W  A N D  W I N D  K I T,  A N D  P E R I M E T E R 

B L O C K I N G   |   R E S O R T  L O U N G E ,  A M E R I C A N  P R A I R I E  R E S E R V E

T H I S  PA G E :  3 0 ’  E C O  Y U R T  W I T H  P E E L E D  L O D G E P O L E  R A F T E R S   |   R E S TA U R A N T,  B I G  S K Y  R E S O R T
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Certified engineering
Engineering a yurt is a serious business. We work with a firm that is  

licensed in all 50 States and will design to your site for exact wind and  

snow loads. We can get your project on the right track by providing  

you with the engineering data you need to streamline your permitting  

process and get your project underway. From hurricane zones to the  

deep snows of the Rockies, we have engineered yurts to withstand the 

rigors that nature brings the world over.

Custom designed for you
Every customer at Shelter Designs has a unique story, and every situation  

is different. We take the time to carefully listen to what your needs are  

and help design the perfect yurt for you. We have designed and built  

yurts for every use imaginable—guest houses, yoga spaces, offices,  

glamping rentals, restaurants, full-time residences—for a wide range of  

climates. Each yurt is custom designed to meet your needs and budget, 

and no two are ever the same. We have a wide range of custom options 

available such as thermal pane glass windows, two levels of insulation, 

French doors, and many more to make sure that you are getting the  

yurt that is best for you.

We take E N O R M O U S  P R I D E  in our products,  

offer E X P E R T  C U S T O M E R  S E R V I C E ,  

and strive to be the very B E S T  I N  T H E  I N D U S T R Y .

We build a superior product
Every Shelter Designs yurt comes standard with generous features that  

others charge extra for, if they have them at all. They include:

•   Full size exterior doors with thermal pane glass windows  

are included in every yurt at no additional cost.

•   Awnings and rain diverters are standard above every  

doorway and thermal-paned glass window.

•   3/8” tension cable for all yurts, regardless of size. We also  

have nearly twice the connecting hardware as other companies,  

which translates into stability and durability.

Shelter Designs offers options and innovations found nowhere else:

•   State of the art Arctic Insulation packages that increase  

the efficiency and comfort of your yurt.

•   Exclusive sizes such as the 35’ and 40’ Big Sky yurt.

•   The Eco Yurt, which is the ultimate in low impact,  

environmentally-green construction.

Why chooseShelter Designs

3 0 ’  B I G  S K Y  Y U R T  W I T H  2 X 6  R A F T E R S ,  S N O W  A N D  W I N D  K I T,  A N D  

P E R I M E T E R  B L O C K I N G   |   G U E S T  L O D G E ,  A M E R I C A N  P R A I R I E  R E S E R V E

”
“I have never dealt with any company that has done more to stand behind their product 

than Shelter Designs. I also have the highest regard for the design and craftsmanship 

which is so apparent with my yurt. I thank you and the team that makes yurts like mine 

a reality and will now be my home for many years to come.    —  J I M  K . ,  H A W A I I

T O P  T O  B O T T O M :   4 0 ’  Y U R T  R O O F,  2 X 8 

R A F T E R S   |   E X T E R I O R  W A L L  FA B R I C  U N D E R 

P R O D U C T I O N   |   2 7 ’  E C O  Y U R T,  8 ’  S C R E E N 

S E C T I O N ,  G U E S T  L O D G E ,  N W  I D A H O



I F  Y O U  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R  T H E  B E S T  Y U R T

                         AVA I L A B L E  O N  T H E  M A R K E T  T O D AY,

look no further.

101 North Johnson Street  |  Missoula, MT 59801

406.721.9878  |  shelterdesigns.net  |  info@shelterdesigns.net

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S

L E A R N  M O R E  on our YouTube Channel: Shelter Designs Yurts

S I X  2 4 ’  A N D  T W O  3 0 ’  C O N N E C T E D  Y U R T S   |   P R O  O U T F I T T E R S  L O D G E ,  G E Y S E R ,  M T

”
“We couldn’t be more pleased with our decision to choose Shelter Designs to 

design and build our yurt. From the initial phone call, to leading the yurt 

setup, Shelter Design’s professional staff guided us step by step through the 

whole process. When friends and family visit our beautiful yurt their response 

is always the same: Wow!    —  M I C H A E L  &  L A C Y,  I D A H O


